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GOAL: Investigate an 
oyster community to 
learn about oysters and 
the habitat oyster shells 
provide for many kinds of 
organisms 

 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. Sort through the shells, 
only removing organisms 
that are not attached (i.e. 
barnacles or bryozoan). 

2. Place examined shells in 
bin (2) 

3. Place organisms in small  
water-filled containers (3) 

1. Move the basket out of the 
bin to find organisms in 
the water with nets 

2. Use magnifying glasses 
and viewers to examine  

3. Use the boards and fish 
guide to identify organisms 

4. Count and record 

Talking Points 
• Oysters are bivalves (two 

hinged shells connected by a 
strong muscle) 

• Live oysters serve as filtration 
factories, filtering 50 gallons of 
water per day per oyster 

• An oyster bar is a diverse and 
dynamic community that 
provides protection, food, and a 
stable habitat for many other 
organisms. 

• Oysters are a keystone 
species; their health and 
abundance have a major 
impact on other organisms 
in their community. 

• Oysters provide valuable shelter 
and habitat, improve water 
quality, and reduce bank 
erosion.  

• 98% decline in population for 
the Chesapeake Bay oyster due 
to overharvesting and disease 
(MSX and Dermo). 
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Station 3: Oyster Bar Community QUICK NOTES 



At the beginning of the rotation, 
discuss oysters and oyster 
communities away from the tables. 
Once the students’ hands are in the 
baskets, they will be distracted.  

 

Use the Estuary Chesapeake 
Manual, boards, and fish guides to 
identify organisms 

 

When refilling water in the bins, 
pour the water over the dock, not 
the table, to prevent puddling. 

Tips Vocabulary 

Benthic organism: An animal that 
lives at the bottom of a body of water.  

Community: A group of organisms 
that live in the same habitat  

Habitat: An area where an organism 
lives.  

Filter Feeder: Animals that feed by 
straining suspended matter and food 
particles from water, typically by 
passing the water over a specialized 
filtering structure. 

Oyster bar: A community of animals 
that reside in and among oysters on 
empty oyster shells.  

Sessile: Not freely moving, e.g. a 
barnacle. 


